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On November 30, 2007 the European Commission has published the 2008 round of calls for proposals under the NMP Programme (FP7). 

Of particular interest to the textile and clothing industry and research community is the following call:

FP7-NMP-2008-SME-2 (NMP Programme - Collaborative research projects targeted to SME’s)
In this call the following topic is specifically relevant for textiles and clothing and was directly inspired by the research priorities of the Textile Technology Platform’s Strategic Research Agenda:

- NMP-2008-4.0-9 Reducing the risk of injury in complex systems through advanced

personal protective equipment (Work Programme page 45)
In addition to the above research topic, the following further topics although not expressively textile-specific could provide scope for some textile-related research activities:

NMP-2008-1.2-1 Pilot lines to introduce nanotech-based processes into the value chain of existing industries (WP page 13)
NMP-2008-2.3-1 Advanced implants and bioactive materials for critical organs (WP page 21)
NMP-2008-3.1-1 Transformation strategies for SMEs in turbulent global market environments (WP page 28)
NMP-2008-3.2-1 Implementation of process intensification strategies in industrial scale (WP page 30)
NMP-2008-4.0-7 Integration of new technologies and materials for differentiated consumer-centred product capability (WP page 43)
For these topics, the European Technology Platform will again organise its proven proposal information exchange system TEPPIES to help facilitating and coordinating the proposal preparation work of the textile research community. A call for expressions of interest through the TEPPIES system will be launched by Euratex within the next days with an submission date in mid-January.
The official submission deadline of first-stage proposals to the EC is 6 March 2008.
The full set of call documents incl. the workprogramme (hereby enclosed), application forms and guide for applicants is available for download from the Cordis ‘find a call’ website at:

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7CallsPage 
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